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Biographical Note: 

John Barrett Cockrum was born on September 12, 1857, near Oakland City, Indiana. 
He became a school teacher, but studied law during the summer until eventually 
entering the Cincinnati Law School. In 1879, Cockrum graduated and was admitted to 
the bar. He began practicing law with Charles W. Armstrong in Booneville, Indiana. On 
January 22, 1880, he married Josephine “Fannie” Bittrolff with whom he had two 
children. He became assistant U.S. District Attorney for Indiana in 1889 and served in 
that post until 1893. Cockrum then took a position as general counsel for the Lake Erie 
Railroad and was employed as a lawyer with various railroad companies thereafter. He 
died on April 15, 1937. 

Sources: 
Monks, Leander J. Courts and Lawyers of Indiana, Volume III. Indianapolis: Federal Publishing Co., 1916.  

Who Was Who in America, Volume 1. Chicago: The A. N. Marquis Company, 1943. 

Scope and Content Note: 

The collection consists of a letter from John Cockrum to his son, Oatley Cockrum, who 
was living in New Haven, Connecticut at the time. The letter gives Oatley words of 
advice and support. 

 

Item Listing: 

1 Folder.   

    

1902 Mar. 9 Cockrum, John B. to Oatley Cockrum.  ALS 

    



 

Collection Information: 

Size of Collection: 1 folder 
Collection Dates: 9 March 1902 

Provenance: Willard Heiss, 14 Aug. 1950 

Access: This collection is open for research. 
Restrictions: None 

Reproduction Rights: Permission to reproduce, exhibit, or publish material in 
this collection must be obtained from the Manuscript 
Section, Indiana State Library.  Possession of a 
reproduction from an Indiana State Library collection 
does not constitute permission for use. 

Language Materials are entirely in English 

Alternate Formats: None 

Related Holdings:   
Notes:   

 

  

  


